
 

NEWS RELEASE 
University to sponsor Deaffest 2019 

The University of Wolverhampton is to be one of the largest sponsors of Deaffest 2019, the 

UK’s leading Deaf-led Film and Arts festival.  

 

The University is a long-standing supporter of Deaffest, which will take place in 

Wolverhampton from 17-19 May 2019. 

 

Deaffest is dedicated to supporting and developing the talents of emerging and established 

deaf filmmakers and artists from the UK and around the world. This year’s theme will be 

‘share your story’ and the festival will be celebrating the storytelling tradition by bringing deaf 

artists, filmmakers and performers together from across the world to explore visual 

storytelling in all its forms. 

 

University Vice-Chancellor, Professor Geoff Layer, said: “The University is delighted to be 

part of Deaffest, which is always a vibrant and exciting event in the city. Our students, staff 

and graduates are an important part of the continued success of Deaffest, providing 

interpreting support between deaf and hearing visitors, participating in the diverse range of 

activities on offer and volunteering in a number of roles to ensure the festival is a huge 

success.” 

 

Deaffest Founders and Directors Nikki Stratton and Marilyn Willrich said: “We are delighted 

to have the University of Wolverhampton as one of our largest sponsors for Deaffest 2019 as 

they have supported this vital and internationally recognised festival for a long time, their 

support and presence is highly valued by Deaffest. We’ve been working hard to bring you an 

exciting line-up for Deaffest 2019, with a variety of artists and guests of honour attending the 

festival from across the globe. The festival is open to everyone so come along and join the 

celebrations, showcases and various activities led by talented deaf filmmakers and artists 

from all over the world including the UK.” 

 

The 13th international festival will include the popular bustling stalls fair, a showcase of films 

and documentaries, the 7th Film & TV Awards Gala with live entertainment, the Young 



Deaffest Award, an exhibition showcasing the works of deaf artists and photographers, 

workshops for adults and child, the Late-Night Deaf Party with competitions and much more.  

 

Deaffest was first launched in 2006 and is hosted by Zebra Access, a charity dedicated to 

ensuring that all deaf people both adults and children enjoy equal participation and access 

without communication barriers. 

 

The University of Wolverhampton is the longest running higher education provider of sign 

language interpreter education and training and support for Deaf students in the UK, having 

recently celebrated 25 years since the launch of the BA (hons) Interpreting BSL/English 

programme. 

 

For further details about studying Deaf Studies or (BSL/English) Interpreting, visit: 
https://www.wlv.ac.uk/about-us/our-schools-and-institutes/faculty-of-social-sciences/school-
of-social-historical-and-political-studies/undergraduate-subject-areas/deaf-studies-and-
interpreting/ 
 
For more information about Deaffest 2019, visit: https://deaffest.co.uk/ 
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Notes to editors 

About the University of Wolverhampton 

• The latest Destination of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) survey placed the 
University second in the UK for employability, with 96% of graduates securing work 
or further study six months after graduating 

• Overall 83% of students reported they were satisfied in the National Student Survey 
(NSS) 2018 

• The University received a Silver award in the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF), 
meaning that the University delivers provision that is of high quality, and consistently 
exceeds the rigorous national quality requirements for UK Higher Education with 
most students achieving excellent outcomes. 

• The institution’s excellent teaching and learning provision spans sciences, creative 
and performing arts, education, business and management, health and wellbeing, 
engineering and technology, law and social sciences 

• In the last round of assessment for research excellence in the UK, Wolverhampton 
was ranked at its highest ever level, with each member of staff and subject area 
evaluated by the latest Research Excellence Framework (REF 2014) recognised as 
having world-leading elements. 

• Based at campuses in Wolverhampton, Walsall and Telford, education centres in 
Stafford and Burton and business solutions centres in Wolverhampton, Telford and 



Hereford, the University has over 23,000 students and 2,400 staff. The University of 
Wolverhampton Science Park is home to tenant businesses and supports the 
development of innovative companies 

• The University is investing £250 million over the next five years as part of its Our 
Vision, Your Opportunity programme. The ambitious plans to invest in education, 
training and economic growth has included investing £25 million in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) provision with the refurbishment of the 
Rosalind Franklin Science Building at City Campus in Wolverhampton and investing 
£10 million in engineering facilities at Telford Innovation Campus. The University has 
also invested in a new £18 million Lord Swraj Paul Business School, £10 million on a 
new Science Centre at Wolverhampton Science Park and £100 million Springfield 
Campus, creating an international hub for construction excellence 

• The University of Wolverhampton is a global university. From our central UK location, 
we provide opportunities to our students from home or abroad, in the UK and in 
countries around the world.  Each year, we welcome many hundreds of international 
students from over 100 nations to the University, who join us to study at one of our 
UK campuses or partner institutions overseas. 

 


