	
  

	
  	
  	
  

NEWS RELEASE
University to sponsor Deaffest
The University of Wolverhampton is delighted to be the main sponsor of Deaffest 2017, the UK’s
leading Deaf-led film and arts festival.
The University is a long-standing supporter of Deaffest, which will take place in Wolverhampton
from 12-14 May 2017.
Deaffest supports and develops the talents of emerging and established deaf filmmakers and artists
from the UK and around the world. The annual festival showcases films and documentaries by
international filmmakers. Exhibitions, seminars, workshops, parties and networking take place at the
festival and everyone is welcome to take part, sharing their interest in films and the arts.
Deaffest is organised by Zebra Access, a charity dedicated to ensuring that all deaf people both adults
and children enjoy equal participation and access without communication barriers.
Dean of Students, Jon Elsmore, said: “Deaffest is always a vibrant and exciting event in the city
calendar and we are delighted to be closely involved once again.
“Our staff and students play a major role in the growing success of Deaffest. Students from our BA
(Hons) Interpreting (British Sign Language/English) course act as interpreting support at the event, and
our enthusiastic Deaf students are always keen to be involved.

“The University was delighted to be recognised for our outstanding support for students through
communication professionals such as interpreters when we were recently shortlisted for the
Signature Annual Award for Educational Support 2017.”
Nikki Stratton, Co-founder of Deaffest, said: “We are delighted to have the University of
Wolverhampton as our main sponsor once again. The University’s support for Deaf students
through communication professionals truly deserves recognition. Without their outstanding work
many former Deaf graduates would not be where they are today. Deaffest is going from strength to
strength and we look forward to having you on board.”
Deaffest, the Deaf Film and Television Festival, was launched in 2006 by Zebra Uno, Light House
and the University of Wolverhampton. It was launched with a purpose to provide deaf filmmakers
with an opportunity to be recognised for their talents, to show their work and be supported in
achieving their aspirations.
This year’s 12th Deaffest will feature the biennial Film Awards Gala with film screenings from around
the world together with a packed programme featuring events and workshops.

For more information about Deaffest, visit: www.deaffest.co.uk
For more information about Deaf Studies and Interpreting courses at the University of
Wolverhampton, visit: www.wlv.ac.uk
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The latest Destination of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) survey placed the
University second in the UK for employability, with 96% of graduates securing work or
further study six months after graduating.
Satisfaction among students is at its highest ever level, with 84% of students reporting they
were satisfied in the National Student Survey (NSS) 2016.
The institution’s excellent teaching and learning provision spans sciences, creative and
performing arts, education, business and management, health and wellbeing, engineering
and technology, law and social sciences.
In the last round of assessment for research excellence in the UK, Wolverhampton was
ranked at its highest ever level, with each member of staff and subject area evaluated by
the Research Excellence Framework (REF 2014) recognised as having world-leading
elements.
Based at campuses in Wolverhampton, Walsall and Telford, education centres in Stafford
and Burton and business solutions centres in Wolverhampton, Telford and Hereford, the
University has over 23,000 students and 2,400 staff. The University of Wolverhampton
Science Park is home to tenant businesses and supports the development of innovative
companies.
The University welcomes students from around the world and has regional offices in
Malaysia, Oman, India, Nigeria, China and South Africa. Courses are also delivered with
global partners in China, France, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, Myanmar, Oman,
Singapore and Sri Lanka.
It is investing £250 million over the next five years as part of the Our Vision, Your
Opportunity programme. The ambitious plans to invest in education, training and economic
growth include the £25 million Rosalind Franklin Science Building, the new £18 million Lord
Swraj Paul business school building and the £100 million Springfield Campus, creating an
international hub for construction excellence. Work is currently also under way on a new
£10m Science, Technology and Prototyping Centre at the University of Wolverhampton
Science Park.

